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From the Editor
I re ve re le a r n in g b e c a u s e it is a fu n d a m e n ta l
inspiration. It is n ’t ju s t som ething which has to do
with duty; it is born into us. The w ill to learn, the
desire to learn, is one o f the greatest inspirations.
— Louis I. Kahn
You are reading this
Quarterly because you
have a desire to learn
about Architecture and
its preservation. It’s my
belief that to truly learn,
you must experience
Architecture with your
entire body. The feel of
hewn stone and polished
oak. The smell of new
pine. The deep echoes
of old stone places and
vaulted ceilings. The
sight of a precisely
sloped roofline meeting
the sky.

The Oscar Hundley House — Attic vent
flanked by original brick chimney and 1930s
elevator tower. Newer vent pipe intersects
history and welcomes pigeons. Courtesy
Harvie Jones Photo Collection.
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Ours is a sensual experi
ence, one that is most
deeply appreciated
when we nurture a basis
of knowledge that
allows us to describe, to
define, to shape what we
see, hear, feel, smell,
and taste— and thereby
to share the experience
with others.

To cultivate an appreciation o f A rch itectu re, each o f us m ust return to it
again and again, add in g to o u r im pressions and in terpretations.
A nd to fo ster this appreciation over tim e — over a lifetim e, over many
lifetim es— A rch itectu re m ust be preserved.

The only way you can build, the only w ay you can
g e t th e b u ild in g in to b e in g , is th r o u g h th e
m easurable. You m u st fo llo w the laws o f nature and
use quantities o f brick, m ethods o f construction, and
e n g in e e rin g . B u t in the end, w h en the b u ild in g
b ec o m e s p a r t o f living, it ev o ke s u n m e a su ra b le
qualities, and the spirit o f its existence takes over.
— Louis I. Kahn
This Quarterly is intended to offer assistance to those who desire to
learn and preserve our connections to the unmeasurable. The necessary
tools include a knowledge of the measurable— the brick, the methods of
construction, the terms for the units that create the whole—and an
understanding of the arbitrary ways in which we differentiate and
divide these so they are knowable. The way we divide our world, in
order to relate it to our physical bodies and to our consciousness,
appears in the size of a doorway, the rise of a stair, and the design of a
facade.
In your own experience— and through the lens of the Quarterly— look
at, listen to, smell, and touch the buildings around you.
If we let Architecture live, we will find knowledge in the spirit of its
existence.
— Heather A. Cross
Heather Cross is a graduate student o f English at the University o f
Alabama in Huntsville, where she also serves as student director o f the
UAH Writing Center. She has attended Xavier University in Cincinnati
and holds an Art History degree from the University o f Cincinnati in
Ohio, where she minored in Architecture. Heather welcomes e-mail
from Q uarterly readers at HHQEditor@aol.com.
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